1. Here are some changes happening in the Great Plains as of 01 January 2008:

a. The collegiate season will coincide with the school year.  This was done so play mirrors the new CIPP schedule.  Season play officially starts on 01 September and ends in late spring of the following year.

b. City teams will remain on the Calendar year.  The West wasn't too happy with that and rumour has it they will mandate that all LAU's will have to follow the CIPP schedule, but we'll cross that bridge when we get to it.

c. We have implemented a new point system which mirrors the Super 14 system: Win = 4 points Draw = 2 points Loss of 7 or fewer points = 1 point Loss of more than 7 points = 0 points Scoring 4 tries or more in a match = 1 point Forfeit = -1 point (Forfeits are counted as a 28-0 loss, four converted tries, which also means the winning team gets 5 points) (Pre-emptive note: We will not be using the ELV's as the Super 14 will be.)

d. Referees will get paid $75.00 upfront by check, not cash, prior to the kick-off of every game - League, Friendly or whatever.  Please have your check book at the ready!  If the ref comes to a game and can't be paid then he will go home and the home team will have forfeited the match.  "B" side games are free, provided the "A" side match was paid for.

e. The League schedule (League games are those which may lead up to a USA Rugby Championship berth) will be set by the Great Plains RFU.  If a clubs needs to make changes then they should request a date change with the other club AND ASSIGNED REFEREE.  Once all parties agree to the date change let me know so I can change it on my computer and the website.

2. Please forward me all your "NOT AVAILABLE FOR LEAGUE PLAY" dates as soon as possible.  City clubs, we need to get your schedule down.  You are responsible for scheduling friendlies and other games.  Also, please let me know what your earliest anticipated game day can be.  I want to schedule the late dates first and then fill in going to the early dates so there are as many warm weather games as possible.  Deadline is December 27th.  All clubs who do not send in dates prior to 12/27 will have to do with assigned games.  The first draft will be published on 01 January and teams will have two weeks to request changes.  Your Match Secretaries are responsible for all friendlies and other games/tournies, including referees.

3. Check with Darrin Barner about dates for the Wayne Tournament in 2008.  Rumour has it there are going to be some powerful women's clubs there this time around.  I've also heard a rumour that they want to have a HS bracket.

4. The Great Plains Youth Association are looking for coaches and assistant coaches.  Many LAU's require that clubs furnish coaching assistants and even coaches to youth clubs.  While we have no plans of making this a requirement, it would certainly look good for your club if you have some folks who can help out.  I know that there are two players from the GOATS helping out with the Westside HS team, one for the boys and one for the girls.  Anyone else?

5. Coaches clinic in Omaha.  We are going to host a USA Rugby Introducing Rugby & Developing Rugby Skills Coaching Clinic.  The clinic will be held at UNO courtesy of John Bartles.  Reminder: The old Level 1, 2 and 3 certifications will expire 01 September 2008.

6. Reminder, to coach a HS or Collegiate club you must have a background check done by USA Rugby.  This is a USA Rugby requirement.  Also, to advance into post season play, clubs will have to have a coach registered with their club.  It is currently not necessary for that coach to be certified, but that may change soon.

7. Referee clinic.  Rob and Davey are working on a date for hosting a referee clinic, check the website for more details there.  Right now they are looking at Jan/Feb - count on January.

8. Please continue sending match reports in the following format: Home Team Tries Made / Conversions Made / Drop Goals / Penalties Made

Visiting Team Tries Made / Conversions Made / Drop Goals / Penalties Made

Referee:

Disciplinary Actions:

Comments:
